
Art Nouveau Slab Container with Pressed Design 

 

To begin drawing your slab container, think of different shapes. Draw 1 slab container idea for each. 

 

TRIANGULAR VESSEL  SPHERICAL VESSEL  OTHER GEOMETRIC SHAPE        ORGANIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the back of this page, draw a side view, top view, and front view of your chosen vessel.  Once 

you’ve drawn your vessel, keep the shape in mind when creating your stamp. 

 

Draw five different flowers: 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw three different leaves: 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw five different linear patterns:  

 

 

 

 

 

Combine two of your initial stamp drawings to create your final stamp!  



 

Draw the front, top and side view of your final piece and include your stamp design! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONSTRUCTING YOUR SLAB CONTAINER 
 

You will be making a geometric shaped container out of slabs.  The slabs will be pressed with your 

stamp which has already been created and fired.   
 

1. Wedge some stoneware and roll out slabs for your stamp(s), using the thickest sticks & a rolling pin. 
 

2. Cut out the shape of your stamps, according to your design.  
 

3. Let your stamp dry briefly to become leather hard. Do not use needle tools, but instead use 

trimming tools and/or wooden tools.  Remember that what you carve away, will stick out on your 

container. Any words will have to be carved backwards! 
 

4. Set out on shelves until bone dry. 
 

5. Sand with green scotch pad LIGHTLY and have them bisque fired. 
 

6. While you wait for your stamps to be fired, roll out several slabs using sticks and a rolling pin. 
 

7. Cut out all of the slabs you need for your project, including the bottom. Make sure to hold your 

needle tool at a 90 degree angle when cutting them out, so the sides are straight. 
 

8. While the clay is still soft and sides are not joined, press your stamp into the clay. 
 

9. Allow your slabs to become leatherhard before attempting to score and slip them together. 
 

10. Slip and score and put your pieces together.  
 

11. Add a thin coil of clay to the inside corners and smooth in, to make the joints stronger. 
 

12. Smooth edges and do touchups. 
 

13. If you have a lid, add a lip or flange, so it cannot slide off. 
 

14. Let dry upside down and very slowly or the joints will crack. Sand gently with green scotch pad. 
 

15. Bisque fire 
 

16. Glaze 2-3 coats.  Art Nouveau colors range from naturals to pastels. 
 

17. Glaze fire. 
 

18. Apply overglaze if necessary and fire again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Description: 
 

1. What does this vessel remind you of? 

(ex: pencil holder, ship, butter dish, etc) Why? 

2. How would you describe this piece? 

3. What would you use this piece for? 

4. How does the vessel physically feel?     

(texture, weight, size, etc) 

 

 

Analysis: 
 

1. What elements of Art did the artist use  

(line, shape, space, form, texture, color)? 
 

2. What Principles of Design are used (rhythm, 

movement, balance, proportion, variety, 

emphasis, unity)?  

 

Interpretation: 
 

1. What do you think this piece is about? 

2. How does it make you feel emotionally? 

3. Would you agree with the choice of  

glaze colors? Why or why not? 

 

Judgment: 
 

1. Why do you think other people should see  

this work? 

2. What would you do with it if you owned it? 

3. What is worth remembering about this  

piece? 

 
 

Below, choose one question from each box to answer regarding your classmates Art Nouveau Slab Container. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUDGEMENT: 

 


