
Ceramic Masks 

 

You can make any kind of mask that you want, but it must include at least two facial features 

(eyes, nose, mouth, ears) – they do not have to be human features.   

 

Fill out these lists to brainstorm the type of mask you would like to make: 

 

Spirit Animal Emotion Type of Person Something from Nature Anything Else 

ex: swan  ex: bitter ex: super hero ex: bark   ex: Picasso 

1.    1.   1.    1.      1.  

2.    2.   2.    2.     2. 

3.    3.   3.    3.     3. 

 

Draw one sketch for each category: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle your favorite! 



Ceramic Masks 

 

1. Choose your canvas mask and cover it completely in saran wrap so that no moisture will get 

through. 

 

2. Roll out a slab of earthenware or stoneware clay, using sticks and a rolling pin. 

 

3. Place slab onto mask, smoothing all areas and trimming off excess clay. 

 

4. Add clay to build up areas (cheek bones, chin, brow, etc) 

 

5. Carve out eye sockets. 

 

6. Roll out a ball slightly smaller than the socket, cut in half.  Score and slip each half into each 

eye socket. 

 

7. Add eyelids 

 

8. Roll out small slab and cut out mouth. 

 

9. Score and slip to mask. 

 

10. Add any other details your mask needs: ears, hair, horns, etc. 

 

11. Let dry, sand with scotch pad, bisque fire 

 

12. Glaze, carefully and elaborately  

 

13. Glaze fire, overglaze if necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing a Critique of Art 

Description 

Make the first sentence count, and grab the reader’s attention. State only factual information about 

the artwork, and give a basic background history of the artist. Include the title, art materials, artist, 

date, and location of the painting, drawing, sculpture, etc.  

1. What was your first impression when viewing the ceramic mask?  

2. What does the artwork look like to you?  

3. What objects can be recognized?  

4. What is the subject of the artwork?  

5. What textures, colors, and shapes are there in the piece?  

6. What about line, forms, and space?  

Keep your opinions to yourself (for now) and only state the facts.  

Analysis 

Give an evaluation of the aesthetic principles and elements seen within the artwork.  

1. What stands out and draws your eye within the artwork?  

2. Write about the commonalities of the design elements previously mentioned.  

3. How are they organized or related?  

4. Think about contrast, rhythm, balance, proportion, variety, and emphasis.  

 

Interpretation 

State your personal interpretation based on background experiences, and what you know about art, 

but try not to ramble. Stare at the artwork for a while and gather your thoughts.  

1. What is the clay piece about?  

2. What message is the artist trying to convey?  

3. Does the artwork have a purpose?  

4. What feelings do you get from the piece?  

5. Does it remind you of something?  

6. What point is the artist trying to get across, in your opinion?  

Evaluation 

This is the conclusion to the art critique. Be sincere and intelligent. Summarize what the painting is 

about, in your own words. State your personal feelings and thoughts.  

1. Did your first impression change, and why?  

2. Do you think it was a successful artwork?  

3. Is it unique?  

4. Is it an accurate depiction of the artist’s skill? Can you do better?  

5. Can you readily understand the subject matter, and does the design elements (space, form, 

line, shape, color, texture)help you to do so?  

6. Was the artwork well planned, in your opinion?  

7. Would you buy it or hang it in your home?  

8. Have you learned anything that you could apply to your own art?  

9. Does the artwork inspire you?  

Is it a good representation of the category of art? 

 

 

http://www.wix.com/stunningwebsites/artportfolio?utm_campaign=af_artpromotivate.com&experiment_id=af_artpromotivate.com_art
http://www.artpromotivate.com/2012/02/how-do-artists-create-art-masterpieces.html
http://www.artpromotivate.com/2012/01/how-to-overcome-artist-creative-block.html


 


