Sr. Austin’s Spanish Music Tips

Learning Spanish is a full time job, and to truly become proficient you need to be engaging the language both in and outside the classroom. To help with this, here is a brief list of some of our favorite Spanish musical artists, as well as a few other popular groups. 
Pop – If you like Shakira, Ricky, and Enrique, you’ll like these contemporary faster tunes

David Bisbal – Bisbal comes from the  Spanish “Operación Triumfo” contest. He has several fast dancing songs, such as Ave María, but also sings many slower songs. His album “Corazón Latino” has a couple good tracks, and his newer albums include some reggaeton. 

David Bustamante – Another young pop star, Bustamante has had successful singles with both fast music and ballads and is fairly easy to understand. His self-titled album has a couple excellent tracks on it, but it might be better to buy the singles separately. 

Carlos Baute – Seems to specialize in really upbeat love songs. “Te Regalo” and “Angelito” are two very popular “club” songs, though most of his songs are danceable. 

La Oreja de Van Gogh – From the Basque country in Spain, Oreja is one of my favorite groups. The songs tend to be romance oriented, but each song has its own style, including some with a techno and 80s feel. 20 de enero and Mil Rosas are good songs to start with. 

Paulina Rubio – A contemporary of Shakira, Rubio has something of a wild reputation and her videos tend to be somewhat inappropriate. Her latest hit single in the U.S. was “Ni una sola palabra,” though she has several other famous hits such as “Baila Casanova.”
Yuridia – A relatively new face in the Mexican music scene, each of her 3 albums have sold amazingly fast. She came to fame through “la Academia” reality show in Mexico. 

Belinda – Belinda is an award winning Spanish/Mexican artist and actress. She sings very contemporary pop, and very good up beat songs. Try “Bella Tración” and check videos online. She is known in the U.S. also for starring in “Cheetah Girls 2.”
RBD – A group of young super popular Spanish and English singers that started as a TV band on the Mexican show “Rebelde.” They have a nice mix of fast and soft songs, but videos can be risqué. 

Bacilos – pop/rock - This Mexican group is one of my all time favorites. They are a very fun group, whose songs are upbeat and catchy, but very lighthearted and many are fairly easy to understand. “Mi Primer Millón,” “Cara Luna,” and “El Edificio” are songs I find myself singing by accident a lot. 

Other pop style artists are Chayanne, Quinta Estación, Sin Bandera, Camilia, Aventura, Las Ketchup, Julieta Vanegas…and many many more. 

Rap /  Reggaeton – A genre that is becoming super popular world wide, we’ll give you a few ideas. 
Orishas – Our first choice in strait Reggaeton, Orishas has a similar musical style but tend to be much more enjoyable lyric-wise. “Hay un Son,” “Represent Cuba,” and “Reina de la Calle” are all fun. 

Daddy Yankee – the most popular Reggaetonero in the US, Daddy Yankee tends to have very musically intense songs, with questionable lyrics. It’s fun to listen to, but not always appropriate.
Calle 13 – Another star becoming popular here, Calle 13 also has a lot of very cool sounding music but seems to specialize in inappropriate topics and lyrics. 

Rock
Maná – This multi-award winning Mexican group is a great one for lovers of Rock music, and another of our favorites. They started as a band by playing Spanish covers of Led Zeppelin, among others, and you can find these on some of their albums. Some of their best songs include Bendita tu Luz, Ángel de Amor, and Vivir sin Aire. They have several “essential” collections that might help getting into the group – I would suggest “Eclipse” or “Luna” or the newest studio album “Amor is Combatir.” 

Tam Tam Go & Danza Invisible – 80s/Rock – These two Spanish groups have a more classic rock sound (D.I. have a great Van Morrison Cover,) and some fun songs, especially TTG. These are a little more complicated, however, and might not appeal to all. 

Rock-ish 
Juanes – Listed as one of the top 100 most influential people – Juanes has had tremendous impact in the Latin music world in the last few years. His songs have a distinctive sound to them, and many have a little darker. Dia Normal, Me Enamora, and A Dios Le Pido are wonderful songs with good messages and Camisa Negra is always really popular.

Carlos Vives – Another Columbian, Vives has won a LOT of acclaim for his music, which takes the original musical traditions of Columbia and puts a modern rock twist to them. The songs Carito and Pa’ Mayte are MUST listens. He is a good introduction to the latin accordion.

Fonseca – Another very popular Columbian with a rock/traditional style. Hace tiempo, Lagarija Azul, and Te Mando Flores are all awesome, fun songs. 

Latin/Hispanic Styles
 Juan Luis Guerra – Salsa/Merengue/Bachata – From the Dominican Republic, Juan Luis Guerra is one of my favorite Caribbean artists. His songs are very politically and socially conscious, but remain fast paced and very fun to dance to. Personal favorites include Reina Mía, Ojalá que llueva Café, Rosalía, and Guavaberry. His album “Grandes Exitos” is a great one to start with. His latest album, “La Llave de mi Corazón,” has won a LOT of Grammies and he offers “Para Ti” for Christians.

Gipsy Kings – Rock/Flamenco – Popular in the 70s and after, the Gipsy Kings bring the classic sound of Spanish Flamenco and guitar and add a Rock feel to it, resulting in high energy songs with the distinctive Gypsy vocals. Bamboleo, Volaré, and Djobi, Djoba are some of their best known songs.

Sones de Mexico – Sones is a great band to get a feel for very traditional Mexican music and styles. The album “Esta Tierra es Tuya” is a Grammy winning album that has AMAZING songs on it. 

Selena / Kumbia Kings / Kumbia All Stars – Selena is one of the most famous Tejano and Cumbia singers of Mexico. Her songs include Bidi Bidi Bom Bom and Amor Prohibido (from the same titled album). Her brother continues the family music trend, adding much more rock and rap into the style. Look for Mi Dulce Niña and Baila esta Cumbia. (Not all K.K. videos are appropriate). 

Other good groups include Los Fabulosos Cadillacs, Malpaís, Los Rabanes, Chi-Chi Peralta, Celtas Cortos.…etc. 
